Academic Quality

Academic writing at all levels is writing about the writing that other academics have produced. You should aim to make the processing of academic writing foundational to your studies. Popular sources (trade papers, broadsheets, glossy magazines, blogs or whatever) should only be seen as a small supplement of “add on” to your academic reading. Aim to create a bibliography of classic (widely cited) and contemporary (around 2000 to present) academic references.

What is an academic source?

· An academic source is one written by a professor, lecturer or other researcher explicitly linked to a university.

· Intelligent, critical writing is not academic writing unless the author is connected with a university.

Why is academic writing different to popular writing?

· Academic writing is produced by qualified experts who aim to move knowledge forward in particular fields of scholarship. Popular writing is commercial writing designed to inform and entertain audiences, sometimes irrespective of telling the truth.

· Academic writing is often still commercial, but the audience and methods of quality control are very different to popular writing. Academic editors are highly qualified in their scholarly fields. Material sent to journals is first “blind” reviewed by two fellow academics – this stringent quality control does not happen with popular material (especially on the internet).

· Academic writing is the product of thorough referenced research that links it to a tradition of study. Popular writing can simply be opinion.

· In its theme, academic writing reflects a concern for progressive traditions of scholarship. Its author is steeped in the study of their subject. Popular writing is primarily concerned with making ‘copy’ that sells well to its audience. The author need not already be an expert on the topic.

· Academic writing persuades through rationality and logic. Popular writing can persuade by using poetry, following myths and outlining stereotypes. 

How to tell an academic source

· Is it from a university press? Examples of university presses: Cambridge University Press, Temple University Press.

· Is it from an academic press? Examples of academic presses: Routledge (Taylor & Francis), Sage, Ashgate, Blackwell, Palgrave.

· Is the writer credited as a university reader, professor or lecturer?

· With journals:

· Does it say that it is peer reviewed and / or are reviewers cited that are linked to specific universities?

· Does it say that it is dedicated to research or link itself to a specific field of study?

· Are the editor and / or editorial board linked to specific universities?

· Do the articles include formal bibliographies?

Is wikipedia an academic source?

· Wikipedia it is NOT an academic source because:

· Different, lesser quality control: material not peer-reviewed. Open-source structure, ie. the information sources have non-accredited backgrounds. In effect anyone can (re)write it, which leaves it open to vandalism.
· Information not carefully verified. Can be sporadic in depth and debatable in content, inaccurate, inconsistent and unreliable. Do not mistake ease of access and amount of information for quality of information.
· Information altered by the audience, therefore subject to popular myths: favours consensus not truth.
Wikipedia see themselves as creating a different model of information gathering to academia, a model that prizes free, quickly-updated patchy information over thorough, verified research: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Verification_proposal 

