Critical Thinking

Critical thinking does not mean:
· Just selecting from academic sources and repeating your selections. 

· Just summarizing existing information, or making a description. 

· Just showing that you are informed about a subject.

There are various things that need to be in place before critical thinking can happen:

· Information must come from a variety of academic (and if necessary popular) sources.

· Information must be specific (eg. instead of saying “Rupert Murdoch owns a massive media empire” you have to specify “Rupert Murdoch’s vast media conglomerate News Corporation employs 38,000 people and makes $24 billion a year.”)

· Information must be relevant to the question set.

Critical thinking describes an attitude towards explanation that says that you are active in the process of making and remaking it. You think critically by deciding about what others say. In other words it involves “judgement,” “reasoning,” “discussion” and “evaluation.” These words can seem confusing, so here are a few examples elaborating what the process of critical thinking means:

· Logically following through: giving the reasons why you think something and the proof to support your reasoning.

· Showing the multiple sides of an issue and using informed judgement to decide between them.

· Examining examples and points that test a theory (rather than simply supporting it), and seeing whether the theory still holds up.

· Challenging an idea by talking about its logical flaws, assumptions or consequences.

· Considering whether a particular theorist or writer has done what they set out to do.

· Turning evidence around until it becomes relevant to deciding the case in hand.

· Doing a case study to apply a theory and see its advantages and limitations in explaining a particular case.

