Initiative within Expertise can mean…

· Recognizing that most conventional wisdom about anything does not work because it is perpetuated by people with average or worse results.

· Understanding that all subjects have increasing levels of depth and that knowledge is always an invitation to the next level of depth. Nobody has “done” French if they can only read the first few phrases from a guide book. Academia is not about a formula that you have to memorize – it is about expertise that you develop. Nobody has really “done” semiotics at A level and finished. Or settled it by reading a text book. You could do a PhD in semiotics. Hence reaching back to A Level notes might be okay to help you brush up before a course, is a poor way to really develop. 

· Understanding that what is specified is not the totality, but only an introduction: a brief set of starting points.

· Building on previous knowledge, but rising beyond previous models of learning.

· Immersing in the subject all the time, not just at the end.

· Understanding that different contexts demand different things – that what is “right” depends on the criteria at your level and in your field. Here this includes understanding the difference between academic fields, between different spaces for discussion (lectures, seminars, different assignments), and between academic and popular opinion (its not all the same, or of equal worth in all contexts).

· Being concerned with pursuing quality with the chosen field.

· Understanding that nobody is a total authority and everything is open to debate, but some people are more informed and have more expertise.

· Developing an understanding of critical thinking and knowing how to challenge, judge, evaluate, compare and contrast, discuss, etc, in advanced and informed ways.

· Being able to write well.

· Maximizing the use of all opportunities and support structures.

· Taking a long term view (expanding skills) rather than a short term view (convenient fixes). This particularly applies to library research and being able to expand your range of sources.

· Constantly updating in all these areas.

· Going beyond doing what is required (going to lectures, doing required reading, looking at booklist material), but expanding in an appropriate way.

· Displaying these skills in action rather than just saying you understand them.

